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   MISSION STATEMENT  

 
The mission of Civilizations Exchange and Cooperation Foundation (CECF) is to 

foster cooperation rather than confrontation among people of different religions 

and cultures. CECF focuses on the factors that have led to the rise and fall of 

previous civiliza tions and how people of this millennium can benefit from lessons 

of the past in a world literally changing to a global village.  

 

GOALS  
 

Á Developing educational and exchange opportunities to educate participants 

about the common roots of our traditions  

Á Dispelling much of the mystery, misunderstanding, stereotypes or 

misconduct that leads, in many instances, to senseless conflicts and 

bloodshed 

Á Empowering youth, who are the future leaders of tomorrow, not to 

follow  on the footsteps of those who created world wars, but rather 

those who created peace and justice 

Á Emphasizing the common roots of our religions, which are love not 

hatred, openness rather than narrowness, and continued reform not 

stagnation 

Á Empowering the people of various civilizations to cooperate not to 

alienate 
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  CONTEXT  

Many civilizations passed through time, prospered, and then became extinct. Some of these 

civilizations left remnants indicating their presence, and some disappeared altogether, leaving only 

their name. There were factors that aided the growth and prosperi ty of these civilizations more 

than others and there were also reasons that led to their collapse.  

 

It is for our benefit, during our short journey on earth, to study these reasons and factors in order to 

gain advantage from the positive and to avoid the negative. Despite what humanity has 

accomplished in the twentieth century, we still need to look through the window of the ages to 

learn from the lessons of past civilizations, and to listen to the voice that is heard by the mind, not 

by the ear. 

 

 

 

 

 
 

It  is no doubt that the revealed religions had, and still have, tremendous influence on the people of 

those civilizations and the events they experienced. From this perspective, CECF focuses on this 

subject and how the people of these religions underwent positive (and sometimes negative) 

experiences. CECF strives to be a solution for how people of the new millennium can witness true 

cooperation rather than confrontation.  

 

 

The three Abrahamic religions ð Islam, Christianity, 

and Judaism ð call for peace, love, mercy, and 

cooperation. These values led to the prosperity of the 

civilizations in the past. Judaism flourished during 

the Golden Age of Islamic rule in Spain ð which 

lasted for eight centuries, and during which the 

religious freedom of the People of the Book were 

protected. The contributions of the Muslims in science, 

math, medicine, and astrology led to the Renaissance of 

the Christian Europe in the Medieval Age  

Keys to Global Prosperity  



7 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

�´�7�K�H���Q�H�H�G���I�R�U���G�L�D�O�R�J�X�H���D�P�R�Q�J���F�L�Y�L�O�L�]�D�W�L�R�Q�V 
 is as old as civilization itself. But today, the 

 need is more acute than ever. Individuals who 
 live in fear and lack of comprehension of other 

cultures are more likely to resort to acts of hatred, 
violence, and destruction against a perceived 

�´�H�Q�H�P�\���µ���7�K�R�V�H���Z�K�R���D�U�H���H�[�S�R�V�H�G���W�R���W�K�H���F�X�O�W�X�U�H�V���R�I��
others, and learn about them through 

communication across cultural divides are  
more likely to see diversity as strength  

�D�Q�G���F�H�O�H�E�U�D�W�H���L�W���D�V���D���J�L�I�W�µ�� 
 

 Kofi Annan, former Secretary-General of the United Nations  
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