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BACKGROUND –  Balt imore,  Maryland 
Better  Understanding for  a Better  Wor ld (BUBW) was launched in 2006 to give American
high school  students and internat ional  exchange students of  diverse cultural  backgrounds
and var ious faith t radit ions the opportunity  to meet and learn f rom one another.  The most
press ing issue our youth face today is  how they v iew the “other” ,  people who are different
from them. Through:
 1 )  Divers i ty  & Mult i-Cultural  Competency Train ing.
 2)  Leadership Development.
3)  Conf l ict  Resolut ion & Peace bui ld ing Workshops.
4) Interfaith Exper iences.
BUBW aims to break down the stereotypes and the barr iers  that lead to fear and hate of
the “other” .  

Despite a surge in the use of social  media,  people st i l l  lack the face-to-face dialogue
needed to foster  understanding,  respect ,  compassion and cooperat ion amongst the
var ious nat ions and communit ies of  our  ever so intr icate wor ld.  
The 55th BUBW Conference in the USA, which was attended by students f rom 19 countr ies ,
have been fu l l  of  incredibly  r ich discuss ions,  which removed many misconceptions
part ic ipants had of one another through educat ion and personal  interact ions.  The posit ive
impact sent a r ipple effect that has made CECF feel  compel led to br ing these
conferences to exchange students f rom al l  over the wor ld.  To hear f rom some of our
part ic ipants ,  p lease check out the v ideos which was made by the BUBW part ic ipant f rom
Kyrgyzstan Aizhanat Talantbekova,  FLEX program:

1 )  https://go.screenpal .com/watch/cZ1OX2V8ooN
 2) https://go.screenpal .com/watch/cZ1OX2V8oos

VISION
A wor ld of mult icultural  and interre l ig ious understanding and cooperat ion.  

MISSION 
To provide mult icultural ,  youth-or iented leadership and interfaith programs for  l i fe
transforming opportunit ies.  

GOALS 
- Emphasize wor ldwide cit izenship and cultural  competency development.
-  Focus on leadership development and being ambassadors of  good wi l l ,  reconci l iat ion
and just ice.
-  Become fami l iar  with conf l ict  resolut ion approaches and peace bui ld ing strategies.  
-  Encourage civ ic engagement among program part ic ipants.

CONFERENCE OBJECTIVES 
- To faci l i tate dialogue that fosters  mutual  understanding and cooperat ion between
part ic ipants f rom diverse economic,  social ,  re l ig ious,  cultural  and ethnic backgrounds.
-  To expose part ic ipants to the beauty of  diverse faith pract i  in  a plural ist ic wor ld with
emphasis  on respect ,  common values and our shared humanity .
-  To discuss the dangers and solut ions for  discr iminat ion,ces radical ism,  ethnic nat ional ism
and rel ig ious extremism, which have histor ical ly  been recipes for  war and conf l ict  for
many civ i l izat ions.
-  To introduce var ious aspects of  leadership including those central  to entrepreneurship,
innovat ion and social  business.
-  To cult ivate t ies of  f r iendship and encourage future leaders of  tomorrow to foster  and
seek out a better  wor ld and a better  future for  al l .

Civilizations Exchange and Cooperation Foundation (CECF) held the BUBW
conference in Baltimore, Maryland from April  23rd-27th   where students,
young leaders from different religious, economic, ethnic, cultural background
were engaged in discussion on religion, culture, caring for humanity,
international diversity, discrimination, radicalism and extremism, women’s
empowerment and global citizenship. We also engaged in an “Interfaith
Program” by visiting Church, Synagogue, and Mosque on Friday April  25th.
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Day 1:
Wednesday 23rd

The Better  Understanding for  a Better  Wor ld Conference,  held on Apr i l  23-27,  2025   in
Balt imore,  Mary land,  began with students ’  arr ivals ,  ice-breaking act iv i t ies ,  p izza dinner.
Sponsored by Civ i l izat ion Exchange and Cooperat ion Foundation (CECF),  the event started with
a warm welcome from Imam Mohamad Bashar Arafat ,  founder of  the CECF, and other CECF
staff .

That evening,  part ic ipants gathered in the meeting room, playing games and gett ing to know each
other.  They had social iz ing act iv i t ies and pizza for  dinner.  Imam Bashar welcomed everyone to the
55th BUBW Conference and gave an or ientat ion about the importance of th is  event ,  i ts  leadership,
and intercultural  and interfaith aspects.  Every person introduced themselves,  h ighl ight ing what
brought them there,  why attending th is  event is  important ,  and how they want to implement the
gained exper ience in their  p lans.  In  addit ion,  they discussed establ ished ru les and plans for  the
fol lowing days of  the program.

Students instant ly  found a common language
and were very f r iendly .  Some people started
bui ld ing connect ions al ready in the ai rport
when they real ized a person s i t t ing next to
them might be going to the same conference.  

Whi le others started social iz ing as soon as they
arr ived at the hotel .  Nobody fel t  left  out
because of how open and k ind everyone was
with each other.

This  day brought everyone together ,  a l lowing students to get to know each other ,  meet
CECF staff ,  d iscuss their  expectat ions,  and understand the importance of the BUBW
Conference and i ts  h istory.  Everyone looked forward to learning,  shar ing their  knowledge,
and becoming part  of  the BUBW Fami ly .

“I  feel  l ike Wednesday was the day where we
all  really  connected with each other” 

Lujain -  Kuwait
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Day 2:
Thursday 24th

Brief CECF Program and BUBW Conference Reviews, IYS Sessions, UN
Training Workshop, Dinner at Ruby Tuesday, Student Cultural Presentations

The second day of the BUBW 2025 in-person
Conference in Balt imore,  MD was f i l led with
numerous ins ights explored throughout the
Internat ional  Youth Summit  sess ions,
Genocide Prevent ion Train ing Workshop as
wel l  as diverse Student Cultural
Presentat ions.  Not only  did the part ic ipants
raise their  awareness regarding the cross-
cultural  competencies but also fostered the
newly-acquired fr iendships and enjoyed the
var iety of  different cuis ines.

Right after  having breakfast ,  the part ic ipants proceeded to an incredibly  enr iching day.  To
begin with ,  Pres ident of  CECF, Imam Mohamad Bashar Arafat ,  gave a br ief  introduct ion to
Civ i l izat ions Exchange and Cooperat ion Foundation,  h istory and roots of  i ts  creat ion.  The f i rst
IYS Sess ion was dedicated to learning about the conf l icts  around the wor ld and the nature of
their  occurrence (Samples of Conf l icts  Around the Wor ld & Why?).  The part ic ipants also got to
learn about the main object ives of  the program, i ts  ro le in peacebui ld ing and the issues which
are being addressed: conf l icts  around the wor ld,  lack of awareness about the internat ional
s i tuat ion,  racism, cultural  dispar i ty  etc.  “Not t ravel l ing means only  reading the f i rst  page of
the book”( Imam Bashar) .

I t  i s  undeniable that hard work requires having a
lot  of  energy.  Therefore,  the lunch break was
real ly  re laxing and casual .  The part ic ipants
enjoyed having lovely  conversat ions in the fresh
air  and eat ing a del ic ious and nour ish ing meal  of
Afghan cuis ine -  maiwand kabob.

Short ly  after  the students were introduced to the importance of studying the reasons why
numerous civ i l izat ions became ext inct and the benef i ts  of  rais ing awareness on th is  account
for  our  society ’s  prosper i ty .  Moreover ,  dur ing the sess ion the fol lowing topics were discussed:
America and the Musl im Wor ld,  US Pol ic ies towards mult icultural  society ,  the crucial i ty  not
restr ict  one’s  hor izons with biased percept ion (a n ice example may be The Dark Age in Europe
which can actual ly  be considered to be the Golden Age for  investors  and scient ists  of  the
Middle East) .  A quote which should be a motto of the day is  “Divers i ty  is  not a curse but a
bless ing”.  Fol lowing th is ,  the part ic ipants got to raise their  awareness regarding the topic of
leadership.  Unconscious ly  each person acquired a new internal  quest ion:  what wi l l  be my
legacy? The key character ist ics of  a n ice leader were discussed in a pass ionate conversat ion.
Not only  courage,  but also integr i ty ,  sense of humanity ,  c lear focus and many other t rai ts  a l l
together make a difference.  Furthermore,  crucial  recipes for  success were explained in detai l
to make those easier  to comprehend. “Don’t  wait  for  praise and be pat ient”

“The newly acquired knowledge along with
strong meaningful  bonds between us and
unlimited strive to keep on going for the
world’s prosperity.” -  Sofi ia,  Ukraine 
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Soon,  unarguably the most chal lenging meanwhi le
v i tal ly  important sess ion took place.  UN Architecture
for  Genocide Prevent ion and the Framework of
Analys is .  Train ing Workshop and Breakout Sess ion
was guided and conducted by a speaker Dal i la
Sadinl i ja ,  a Special  Trainer f rom the United Nat ions.
She introduced the part ic ipants to the structure and
funct ions of  the UN Off ice of Genocide Prevent ion.
Consequent ly ,  a br ief  h istory of  the UN's  creat ion,
or igins of  the mandates and the documents rat i f ied
were discussed. The part ic ipants got to f ind out
about the system of the Global  Monitor ing or iented
towards genocide prevent ion.  I t  was learnt  that
countr ies with unstable or  l i fe-threatening
internat ional  re lat ionship s i tuat ions are div ided into
3 main groups what helps to determine which act ions
are to be taken in order to tackle the problem. The
groups are:  Watch-L ist ,  Ear ly  Warning and Prevent ive
Act ion.  

Meanwhi le ,  Framework of  Analys is  for
Atrocity  Cr imes guiding pamphlets
were given to al l  the part ic ipants.
The booklet  contains detai led and
profound analys is  of  ways to
determine the factors point ing on the
potent ia l  genocide occurance and
explains the us of  tools  for  i ts
prevent ion.  The way the UN takes
act ions in th is  regard was descr ibed
there in detai l  too.  Afterwards,  an
incomparably educat ional  exper ience
fol lowed. The part ic ipants were
div ided into 4 groups and the task for
each group was to pick a country
which is  current ly  being threatened
to face genocide or  al ready suffers
from i ts  devastat ing consequences.  
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The issues chosen were:  genocide in Balochistan,  russ ian war against  Ukraine,  russ ian
occupation of Abkhazia and South Osset ia in Georgia,  Soviet  Union’s  ass imi lat ion pol icy
against  al l  the nat ions except russ ians leading to genocide of nat ional ists  and patr iots
of other ethnic or igins.  The aim was to ident i fy  the red f lags which indicate that the
issue can considered to be a genocide.  The part ic ipants were given an hour in  order to
do a research,  analyse the genocide factors descr ibed in Framework of  Analys is  for
Atrocity  Cr imes and prepare to present their  work.  The workshop t ime was real ly
product ive and each and every part ic ipant did an outstanding job demonstrat ing their
research sk i l l s ,  cr i t ical  th ink ing and the abi l i ty  not to be indifferent.  The sess ion
def in i te ly  cannot be descr ibed as an easy one:  some of the part ic ipants were proving the
point  regarding their  own countr ies what was except ional ly  hard as i t  not only  awoke a
strong feel ing of compassion but sore and hurtfu l  memories.  

“The UN train ing Sess ion regarding genocide
prevent ion held by Dadi la Sadinl i ja was one of
the most awaited whi le the most chal lenging
parts  of  the Conference for  me. Not only  does i t
have a di rect correlat ion with my future career
which is  the path of Diplomacy and
Internat ional  Relat ionships but also i t  d id touch
my sore point  as my home country  has been
suffer ing from russ ian aggress ion for  over 1 1
years now. The sess ion provided me with a
deeper understanding of the pr inciples of  the
measures the UN takes when address ing
potent ia l  or  ongoing genocides around the
wor ld.  Honest ly ,  i t  was real ly  hard for  me to
keep my mind cool  because I  understand how
much in just ice is  st i l l  going on around the wor ld
but talk ing to the speaker real ly  did c lar i fy  my
vis ion and gave me a comprehension of the
steps I  myself  am   capable of tak ing in order to
promote the process of  russ ian aggress ion
against  Ukraine f inal ly  being declared as
genocide so that the wor ld recognizes Russ ia as
a terror ist  state and takes act ions not to sat isfy
put in ’s  imper ial ist ic delus ions but to preserve
Ukraine’s  integr i ty  and save i ts  independency.
I  a lso real ly  want to ment ion how grateful  I  am
for Dadi la Sadinl i ja for  her  deeper
understanding of the current internat ional
s i tuat ion,  her  compassion and s incere desi re to
help aspir ing youth to make the wor ld a better
place.”  (Sof i ia ,  Ukraine)

Afterwards i t  was t ime to re lax and have some dinner.  The staff  and the part ic ipants got
to enjoy a del ic ious meal  at  Ruby Tuesday.  The dinner t ime was enhanced with l ive ly
conversat ions and lots  of  good laughter .
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Fol lowing th is ,  the most awaited part  of  the day arr ived.  The part ic ipants were
unarguably thr i l led as i t  was the t ime for  the student cultural  presentat ions.  8 countr ies
were presented by their  pass ionate enthusiasts  that n ight.  The exper ience was incredibly
educat ional ,  mind-opening and excit ing for  each and every s ingle person in the room.
National  cuis ines,  c lothing,  architecture,  a pinch of geography,  h istory and tons of other
precious knowledge were introduced that n ight.

“ I  real ized the vastness of  the wor ld whi le l i s tening to the ins ightfu l  presentat ions of  my
fel low fr iends dur ing the BUBW conference.  For instance,  I  d id not know that the or igin of
wine dates back to Georgia,  that in Kuwait  there are more Non-Kuwait i  people than
ethnic Kuwait is  or  that Indonesia is  so incredibly  diverse both in language and rel ig ion!  I
f ind th is  exchange to be so beaut ifu l  and every t ime I  get reminded that although we al l
speak different languages and come from such different parts  of  the wor ld,  at  the end of
the we are al l  one,  a l l  members of  the human race.”  (Nushin ,  Taj ik istan)

Lots of  excitement and memories which wi l l  remain in the memories forever -  that was al l
about Apr i l  28th.  Real ly  s leepy but cheered with the br ight spi r i t  the part ic ipants were
looking forward to the upcoming day whi le cher ish ing Thursday.

Page 8



Day 3:
Friday 25th
Interfaith program: Church, Synagogue and Mosque visit,  followed by an
Interfaith panel discussion “Moving Forward in the World Together” &
Baltimore Harbor and Aquarium visit.

The Interfaith v is i ts  were a powerful  and essent ia l  part  of  the BUBW Conference,
foster ing deeper understanding of people with different bel iefs .  This  is  the f i rst  step to
bui ld ing br idges between cultures and rel ig ions that provide for  a better  and more
peaceful  wor ld.  The part ic ipants had the opportunity  to v is i t  a Church,  Synagogue and a
Mosque,  as wel l  as exper ience an interfaith panel  discuss ion that addressed real-wor ld
problems,  and provided attendees the chance to ref lect on the v is i ts .  Fol lowing the
Interfaith v is i ts ,  part ic ipants enjoyed explor ing the Balt imore Harbor and Aquar ium, a fun
and relaxed envi ronment that encouraged social iz ing and the formation of last ing
fr iendships that wi l l  come in handy for  future projects and act iv i t ies.

Our journey began with the v is i t  of  Our Lady
of the Angels  Church.  Everyone was
welcomed by Fr .  Leo Larr ivee and Fr .  Wi l l iam
Au,  who gave a br ief  introduct ion of the
community  l i fe ,  as wel l  as the architecture
and history of  the bui ld ing.  Part ic ipants
noted how picturesque the design of the
church was and how t ight ly-knit  the
community  was.  

Attendees were given a summary of the
Chr ist ian bel iefs ,  fo l lowed by an
opportunity  to ask quest ions that
promoted Interfaith understanding.

"What every rel igion had in common
was the pursuit  of  peace and human
well-being,  even if  the path differed.
During the Interfaith discussions I
discovered that rel igion can be
influenced by culture,  and the
stereotypes our society holds are false
and based on misunderstanding."
-Raivo Zimelis (Latvia)
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Next ,  we cont inued the Interfaith program with Oseh Shalom Synagogue. Rabbi  Dar ia
Jacobs-Velde started the v is i t  by welcoming the BUBW part ic ipants ,  and inv i t ing us to a
mediat ion r i tual .  The attendees were told about the re l ig ious pract ices in Judaism, and
customs that accompany the re l ig ion.  Rabbi  Dar ia Jacobs-Velde demonstrated the Torah
scrol ls ,  and answered quest ions that concerned the part ic ipants.  What fol lowed was an
eye-opening and respectfu l  conversat ion that effect ively  portrayed the Rabbi ’s  message
of global  peace and understanding about problems faced in internat ional  pol i t ics .

After  having lunch,  part ic ipants v is i ted the
Diyanet Center of  America,  which is  a
community  centered around a magnif icent
Mosque. The attendees got to observe or
part ic ipate in the Fr iday Jumu’ah Prayer ,
which was a unique exper ience that gave an
ins ight in  Is lamic re l ig ious pract ices.  Dr .
Fat ih Kanca and Imam Mohamad Bashar
Arafat gave the part ic ipants a presentat ion
about the community  and the Mosque,  as
wel l  as organised a quest ion sess ion.  This
effect ively  broke pre-exist ing biases and
addressed false stereotypes,  which fostered
meaningful  discuss ions that helped to bui ld
br idges of understanding.  
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“ I  real ized that everything in th is  wor ld is  bui l t  in  love.  To love means to care and to be
afraid of los ing,  and every re l ig ion and culture is  bui l t  in  love.  Love the wor ld and peace
in i t .  Being a global  c i t izen means protect ing and taking care of the r ights of  every
person,  despite divers i ty ,  because in the end we are al l  people.”
Lei la Zharashbekova (Kyrgyzstan)

“ Interfaith exper ience was one of my remarkable exper iences.  I t  was eye-opening to see
how different every re l ig ion bel iefs .

Even though each rel ig ion fol lows a different path to faith ,  I  real ized that we are al l
searching for  meaning,  purpose,  and compassion.  We may pray different ly  or  have
different t radit ions ,  but at  the heart ,  we al l  bel ieve in love and k indness.  That exper ience
deepened my respect for  other re l ig ions and made me even more conf ident and proud of
my own as a musl im.”
Azel  ( Indonesia)

Final ly ,  we concluded the Interfaith program with the panel  discuss ion “Moving
Forward in the Wor ld Together”  that took place in the Diyanet Center ’s  auditor ium. Fr .
Wi l l iam Au,  Dr .  Faith Kanca and Imam Mohamad Bashar Arafat discussed and shared
the importance of mutual  understanding in th is  ever-changing wor ld.  Part ic ipants
l is tened as the re l ig ious leaders explained their  thoughts on cooperat ion,  and peace
bui ld ing that supplemented yesterday’s  United Nat ions sess ion.  Students had the
chance to ref lect on the exper ience and formulate the main takeaways.  
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As a result  of  the Interfaith program, part ic ipants gained valuable lessons f rom this
discuss ion that wi l l  guide them as future leaders in address ing real-wor ld issues of
rel ig ious or  cultural  s ignif icance. This  was an eye-opening exper ience,  as most BUBW
attendees had never v is i ted a place of worship outs ide their  own faith before.  Explor ing
different re l ig ions and cultures bui lds br idges of understanding for  a better  wor ld.

To end the day on a high note,  the BUBW attendees v is i ted the Balt imore Harbor and
Aquar ium. Part ic ipants could social ize and enjoy explor ing the s ights ,  knowing that -  just
l ike Balt imore’s  harbor has long welcomed people f rom diverse backgrounds and served
as a gateway to new opportunit ies -  the BUBW Conference opens minds and hearts  to
fresh perspect ives and meaningful  connect ions,  connect ing people f rom al l  across the
globe.
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After  that ,  the students got ready to go to
Washington,  D.C and explore al l  the
wonderful  p laces there.  F i rst ,  they went to
the White House,  then the Washington
Monument,  and last ly ,  Capitol  Hi l l .  They took
many photos of those places,  especial ly  with
their  f lags and other students ,  to capture
those beaut ifu l  memories and moments
together.  Later  on,  i t  started rain ing,  so they
came back to the hotel  to have a quick meal
and a Meeting with the 2025 Virtual  BUBW
Alumni  who had a v i r tual  BUBW the month
before.  The v i r tual  a lumni  were very excited
to meet the current students and shared
their  exper iences whi lst  a lso answering their
quest ions.  Overal l ,  i t  was a very pleasant
meeting between the v i r tual  and in-person
BUBW part ic ipants ,  but soon after ,  the
students had to get ready for  the banquet ,
which was the highl ight of  the day.

Day 4:
Saturday 25th
Leadership, Youth Involvement, and Global Citizenship, Trip Exploring
Washington D.C, followed by Banquet, Cultural Performances, Certificates
Ceremony, and Last Goodbyes.

On the last  day,  the students began the day with a Leadership,  Youth Involvement,  and
Global  Cit izenship Sess ion with Imam Mohamad Bashar Arafat featur ing guest  speaker
Rizma I l f i  Yahya (Lecturer ,  Darunnajah Univers i ty ,  Jakarta,  Indonesia)  in  which they br ief ly
rev iewed the act iv i t ies of  the previous days,  d iscussed the s ignif icance of their  ro les as
cultural  ambassadors of  their  countr ies to spread the knowledge they ’ve gathered from
the conference,  and how to spread the message of a better  understanding for  a better
wor ld with guest  speaker Rizma I l f i  Yahya also emphasis ing more about those topics and
BUBW in general .
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When al l  the students arr ived at the Zaqia Restaurant for  CECF’s  55th BUBW Banquet
Program, i t  started with ref lect ions f rom 2 students and some Taj ik  poetry  f rom one of
them. After  that ,  they had 9 Student Cultural  performances,  including Indian & Romanian
songs,  Ukrain ian & Kazakh poetry ,  and last ly  Kyrgyz,  Georgian,  Egypt ian,  Pakistani ,  &
Indonesian dances.  The cultural  performances were so impactful  that whi le the students
were supposed to be eat ing,  students f rom Moldova and Ukraine taught and shared
dances f rom their  countr ies ,  which made al l  22 students part ic ipate,  so i t  was such a
beaut ifu l  and amazing part  of  the evening,  showcasing the power of cultural  exchange.

Soon after ,  the BUBW and Cultural
Exchange Exper iences and Impact
Student Panel ists  were asked to
answer quest ions re lated to the
conference,  and last ly ,  the
Cert i f icates Ceremony was held
before the students returned to the
hotel  for  Program Evaluat ions and a
Departure Sess ion.  The students
were overal l  so impacted by the
banquet because i t  was such an
unforgettable evening and night
f i l led with amazing cultures and
people,  making i t  the best  way to
off ic ia l ly  end the conference.
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Final ly ,  the students were emotional  as i t  was t ime to say goodbyes,  but then were
surpr ised to f ind a bunch of board games so that they could spend their  last  hours together
making even more beaut ifu l  memories and strengthening bonds.  This  was such a precious
surpr ise to the students ,  so they cher ished every moment they were Spending T ime with
Each Other Before Departure,  f rom playing board games and charades to doing group
dances.  That n ight and morning real ly  showed how close al l  the students became, even
after  just  4 days of  the conference.  Soon after ,  tho,  everyone f inal ly  said their  goodbyes to
each batch of students leaving for  the ai rport  on Sunday,  which was a very emotional
moment but overal l  such a rewarding exper ience to be a part  of ,  and that was the end of
the 55th Better  Understanding for  a Better  Wor ld conference in Balt imore,  Mary land.
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“And even though this conference lasted only f ive days,  the connections I  made felt
incredibly deep,  l ike I  had known these people for my whole l i fe.  The BUBW
community truly became my second family.” (Olha,  Ukraine)

“I  am convinced that the connections which were passionately fostered during the
past f ive days wil l  make a humongous impact on remediation the further
international relationships worldwide. I t  is  truly empowering and fascinating to
comprehend that al l  of  us,  having entirely different cultural ,  historical ,  ethnic and
religious backgrounds,  share the same mindset,  core values and intentions
regarding societal  growth.” (Sofi ia,  Ukraine)

“I  feel  l ike the last day truly sol idif ied al l  of  our connections.  I t
helped in building bridges between the different cultures and
mindsets.” (Leen,  Lebanon)

“In just  a few days,  I  bui lt  fr iendships that I  know wil l  last  a l i fetime. I  became part
of the BUBW family -  a network of l ike-minded people from all  over the world who
inspire me and push me to keep working on projects that matter.  I  also took my
place,  with my new friends,  as a global cit izen -  which is an invitation I  wil l  now
extend to al l .  We are the next generation of leaders,  and it ’s  up to us to shape a
better world.” (Raivo Zimelis,  Latvia)

"BUBW broadened my outlook in ways I  never expected. I  embraced new cultures and
religions,  realizing that many share more similarit ies with mine than I  had assumed,
whether through cultural  food or dance. The most rewarding aspect,  however,  was
the people.  Though we were 22 students from 18 different countries,  we emerged as
one community united as one heart.” (Lujain,  Kuwait)

Student Testimonials:
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SPECIAL THANKS

Report  Volunteer ing team:

Designed by Mădă l ina Jaloba,  Moldava (FLEX,  ASSE)
Text :  Raivo Zimel is ,  Latv ia (FLEX,  PAX) 
Mihai  Madi ,  Romania (FLEX,  ASSE)
Olha Borodina,  Ukraine (FLEX,  ASSE)
Sof i ia Shevchuk,  Ukraine (FLEX,  PAX)
Lujain Bahram, Kuwait  (YES,  ACES)

We are thankful  to the fol lowing institutions for their  support  and
partnership:

CO-SPONSOR
CECF Internat ional ,  Inc.

PARTNERING INSTITUTION
The United Nat ions (UN)

Al  Basheer Seminary ,  Interfaith Centre,  and Inst i tute

CELEBRATING CECF’S 55TH BUBW CONFERENCE
April  23 -  27,  2025

Since 2006,  CECF has been del ighted to welcome YES,  FLEX,  A-SMYLE and CBYX
students to our  Better  Understanding for  a Better  Wor ld (BUBW) Conferences.  These
students are part  of  the U.S.  Department of  State’s  Bureau of Educat ional  and
Cultural  Affai rs ’  Exchange Programs.
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